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Australia's -greatest 
CECIL JOHN Seddon Purdy, Aus 
tralia's greatest chess figure ever, died 
from a heart attack in November 
while playing in a tournament in 
Sydney. At 73 he was still actively 
participating in a game he had vir 
tually nursed into existence in Aus 
tralia · and contributed to greatly in 
New Zealand. 

An International Master, Purdy 
won the Australian Championships 
four times and the - New Zealand 
Championships once, in 1924. But it 
was at correspondence chess that he 
excelled, , winning the world cham 
pionship throughout the years 1953- 
58. 

Purdy was founder /editor of the 
Australasian Chess Review in 1929 
(later · to become Check and then 
Chess World) and he soon established 
himself as one of the wittiest writers 
of the game. He 'will be dearly missed 
by the generations· he has helped 
through his books and lectures, and 
in a way it was fitting that he should 
be taken while playing the sport he 
loved, and had devoted his life to. His 
last words , were "what about the 
game?". • 

I have taken the following game 
from one of his magazines, Check, 
which was renowned worldwide for 
the high quality of its articles, many . 
of which Purdy wrote himself. 

Australian Championships 
Sydney 1945 · 

FRENCH DEFENCE 

_., 

C. J. S. PURDY 
1. e4 
2. d4 
3. Nc3 
4. e5 
5. 83 

A. HARRIS 
e6 

· d5 
Bb4 
c5 
BXc3 ch 

6. exea Ne7 
7. Qg4 

A /though a major vanation nowa 
days, at the time this move was con 
sidered ineffectual. The modern line· 
sees Black sacrificing his kingside 
pawns for active play with · 7 ... Qc7- 
8.QXg7 Rg8 9.QXh7 cXd4 etc. 
7. . . . Nf5I? 
8. Bd3 h5 
9. Qh3I? 

An attempted improvement over 
9.Qf4 Qh4, as in Bogoljubov-Flohr, 
Nottingham /936, which had led to 
very little for White. White now threat 
ens /O.g4, and if 9 ... c4, then 10.BXJ5 
eXf5 I I.Qg3. 
Harris's next move, however. creates 

vast Black-square weaknesses - cur 
rent theory recommends 9 ... cXd4. 
9 .... 

10. Nf3 
11. 0-0 
12. Bg5 

Exploiting the dark-square weak 
nesses, and ignoring any pawn-grabbing 
ideas Black might -have. 
12. . . . cxd4 
13. Bf6 Rg8 
14. g4 Ng7 

If 14 ... hXg4. then !5.Qh7; and if 
14 ... tyh6. then I 5.gXh5. After Purdy's 
next· move. vacating the g-file for his 
rook. there is no defence. · 
15. Kh1I Kd7 
16. Rg1 Ne8 
17. gXh5 NXf6 
18. eXf6 . Qd8 
19. Qh4 Rh8 
20. h6 Qf8 
21. h7 a6 
22. cXd4 b5 
23. a4 b4 

g6? 
Oa5 
Nc6 

24. BXg6 
The clinching comlJ.ination. After 

24 ... fxg6 25.RXg6 White has a win 
ning attack. 
24. 
25. Ne5 ch 
26. BXf7 

* * 

~ 
Nd8 
Kc7 
Rnlgns 

* 
The last tournament Purdy ever 

completed was the Sydney Interna 
tional, won by English Grandmaster 
Raymond Keene and Australian Ian 
Rogers on 7 Y2 points out of I 0. The 
1977-78 New Zealand., champion, 
Craig Laird, also participated, scoring 
4Y2 points for 5th equal place. The· 
Australian Chess Player's Quarterly 
plays "spot the killer" in this appar- 

. ently innocuous position. 
Sydney 1979 

allows 2.NXb6. Morris attempted to 
defend with J ... Nd6 but was crushed 
by 2.RXd6! RXd6 3.Rj3 Qd8 4.Nxp! 
Rdl ch 5.Kh2 Qd~ 6.NXb6 and 
Black's whole position falls apart. 

* * * 

C. LAIRD (NZ) 

Laird played J.Re3! with the un 
stoppable threat of 2.Rf3, as I .•. Qe7 

Problem 

N. Popov - N ovopashin, USSR 
1979. White to move. 
Nearing the end of a forcin 

quence of moves, Black had evicfm&t 
reasoned that after 1.Ng6 ch. 
2.RXf8 ch Kh7 his three minor 
would give good chances. again~e 
two rooks. But he had missed a tb$ 
derbolt of a move - what was it? 

·:}lBW)f:l~q:, p~:lJOJ 
oi spR~J 0s1R qo Lqx~n,. 9qx8·--£ 
put? :a1Rw)f:,~q:, gq'M·v uoqi '9qx )I" .. £ 
JI ·su8!S~J )f0l?J8 iiq:, 9qQ'£ MOU mq 
'pouuejd 11e rnJ snq.1 ·lq)I lp 8.JX'M:Z 
98xq q:, 98N'l :NOUO'lOS 

MURRAY CHANDLER 

ALGEBRAIC NOTATION 
The algebraic notation in thia chea col 
umn is that used almost excluliYely in 
Europe and in many countries elNwhere. 
Each square has one designation_ only. 
The vertical files are labelled a to h from 
White's left. In horizontal rank the 
squares are labelled 1 to 8 fro,n White's 
end. Normal symbols are used, except 
that pawns as such are not mentioned; 
just the arrival square is given for a non 
capturing pawn move . 
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